
Ad Hoc Committee/School Start Times 

Minutes 

October 30, 2019 

 

 

At 4:30 p.m. Facilitator Seth Deniston called the meeting to order.  Superintendent Steve Cook welcomed all to 

this first meeting and outlined the purpose and the tasks assigned as a Board appointed committee.  Many large 

issues are being looked at by the district this year including the boundary review, strategic planning, common 

high school schedules and the curriculum audit recommendations.  He shared some of the research on this topic 

and asked that everyone be open to the discussion noting there are positives and negatives on both sides of this 

issue. 

 

Approximately 20 community members are 12 staff members were in attendance.  Board members Tambra 

Pickford and Jennifer Brumley were in attendance as Board Liaisons. 

 

Approve Agenda:  Motion and second to approve the agenda as presented, passed unanimously. 

 

Meeting Norms:  Mr. Deniston shared an overview of the meeting norms.  Motion and second to approve the 

norms as presented, passed unanimously. 

 

Review Charge:  Dr. Cook shared the timeline with the goal of presenting a recommendation to the Board in 

March in order to make any changes to the 20-21 school year.  If that doesn’t happen within the timeframe, 

work can continue for the following year.  A page will be dedicated to the work of this committee on the district 

website. 

 

Sub Group Work: 

 

Split into subgroups by topic – Members were seated by category: 

 Work schedules/Childcare   Brett DePew 

 Extracurricular and Sports   Travis Georgius 

 Transportation     Nick Lilyquist 

 Elementary Students and Families  Rebecca Smith 

 Community and Educational Partnerships Sarah Morrow 

 

Introductions & Selection of Chair – Each group selected a chair; names reflected above.  Each chair will 

communicate with Mr. Deniston as questions arise. 

 

Brainstorm Answers to Questions – Some limiting factors are: 

 Instructional hours mandated by the State 

 Daylight hours 

 Numbers of buses and drivers 

 

Schedules for area schools were shared including other large districts in Idaho, Spokane and Seattle. 

Options to consider: 

 Maintain – Status Quo 

 Small change / half hour 

 Big change / one hour or more 

 Flip elementary and secondary times 

 Some combination of the above 
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Summarize Subgroup Work – each group brainstormed potential impacts of their specific topic.  They also 

identified potential experts on topics that will help drive a recommendation. 

 

Next Meeting:  The scheduled date of November 20 will be changed due to a conflict with conferences. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by: 

 

 

Lynn Towne 


